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LOWofJ BOARD OF DIRECTORS
     Jerri DeKriek:     President

     Rob McCoy:       Vice President

     Patrick Kopfle:  Treasurer

     Joan High:         Secretary (New)

     Motria Kraus:    Director at Large (New)

This Board would like to express our appreciation to its two outgoing members,

Linda Wolfe and Michael O'Brien.  We appreciate all their hard work and

commitment to the community and wish them well as they move on to pursue

other endeavors.

We welcome our two new members, Joan High as Board Secretary and Motria

Kraus as Director at Large.  Please plan to attend the upcoming Board

meeting on Friday, April 3rd at 10:00 AM and take the opportunity to

introduce yourselves to our newly-elected members.

BE VIGILANT:  Unfortunately, we have had homeless people in the area, and

a few years back homes were broken into.  If you hear anything out of the norm

or if you see something that doesn't look right, please call 911.  It was reported

by a resident that there was a stranger on their lanai.  When the stranger

realized there was somebody home, he ran off.

VOLUNTEER:  We are looking for a volunteer to publish the LOWofJ

Newsletter.  If you are interested please contact Jerri DeKriek at

jerri8@comcast.net.  If you wish to ask about the commitment required please

contact Judie Gollwitzer at bostongirlinflorida47@gmail.com.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE:  We are entering a new weather phase.  When

the rainy season begins your property can get out of control very quickly. 

Please pay attention to weeds in your planting beds and roofs that need to be

washed.  Violation letters are only necessary when maintenance of our

beautiful community gets ahead of us.

- Your LOWofJ Board of Directors
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UPCOMING LECTURE:
If you can help set up for this lecture, please contact Judie Gollwitzer at

bostongirlinflorida47@gmail.com.

Our Board of Directors was contacted by the Florida Certified Code

Enforcement Officer, Paula Parsons Grubb, to come speak to our

community about the importance of conserving water.  I am excited to hear this

presentation.  I hope you are too.

 

Presentation:

Water conservation including current water restrictions, tips to conserve

water and methods of conservation.

LOJ Clubhouse

Wednesday, March 25th

1:00 PM

Speakers:

Dr. Abbey Tyrna, Water Resources Agent

UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County

 

Paula Parsons Grubb, Florida Certified Code Enforcement Officer

Supervisor, Utility Code Enforcement & Connection Intake Units

 

Please make every attempt to attend and show them our community supports

conservation.

Thank you,

Judie Gollwitzer

Lecture Series 

 

COMMUNITY-WIDE GARAGE SALE

April 4th (Rain date April 5th)

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Residents are invited to participate in a community-wide garage sale.  You may

sell your items in your yard and enjoy the profits.  You may put store-bought

garage sale signs at the end of your street so people will know you have

merchandise to sell.  Please remove the signs at the end of the sale.  Patti

Clark is our new Garage Sale Coordinator and will be advertising this event

in two different newspapers.  She will put up signs to direct buyers into our

community.  Patti can be reached at pattijclark@juno.com if you have

questions.  The next garage sale will be planned for the fall.

REVIEW OF THE JANUARY AND FEBRUARY BOARD MEETINGS:

Decorating our entrances for the Christmas holiday is being led by

resident Nancy Adams.  Nancy looked into the cost of having

professionals come in to decorate our two entrances to the community
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professionals come in to decorate our two entrances to the community. 

Joan High offered to assist Nancy, and together they will explore their

options.

Carol Thompson is officially the leader of ARC and announced her

committee and alternates.  The Board approved everyone Carol

presented to them.

The proposal for a dog park is still being explored by residents.  No

decision has been made at this time.

COMMITTEES

ARC:  Our newly formed ARC Committee 2020 would like to remind  all

residents of Lake of the Woods of Jacaranda that all changes to the

exterior of a residence including, but not limited to painting, roofing,

landscaping over $1000, driveways and paving, removal of trees and the

addition of new storm windows and doors must be preceded by an

application to, and approval by, the ARC committee. The committee is

knowledgeable and includes members who have experience in

construction and engineering. We invite all residents to join us at a

meeting to see how the committee operates to facilitate homeowner

improvements to their property while upholding our covenants and

observing the guidelines of our communities.

The ARC meets the first and third Mondays of each month at 10:00 AM at

The Lakes of Jacaranda Clubhouse. All residents are invited to attend any

meeting of ARC.  ARC applications can be found online at the

www.lowofj.com website. After completion the applications must be

turned into Keys-Caldwell by 3 PM on the Friday prior to the meeting on

the following Monday.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact chair Carol

Thompson at Arnett2t@me.com or 303-981-8216.

 

DPP (Disaster Preparedness Program):  The HOA is developing a

Disaster Preparedness Plan to assist residents should a disaster occur. 

Mike O’Brien has agreed to chair this committee.  This plan will contain,

but not be limited to, contact information for communications, processes

to follow if utilities are down or buildings are condemned for occupancy,

providing an area where residents may gather to receive information each

day, etc.  If you are interested in becoming a member of the committee,

please contact Mike at MOBmike@aol.com.

 

LAKES & WETLANDS:  With the number of relatively new residents in

our neighborhood the Lakes and Wetlands Committee thought it would be

appropriate to review the routine activities associated with our storm

water drainage system.  All the activities are designed to meet the permit

requirements of Southwest Florida Water Management District and

Sarasota County Resource Protection Agency, while ensuring our storm

water drainage system functions properly.  The nine lakes and three

wetlands that comprise our system require maintenance on a regular

basis.  The maintenance is provided by Solitude and can be broken down

to three areas.

1.  Routine Activities

     Solitude's licensed aquatic technicians inspect each lake and wetland

for growth of exotic and invasive plants.  This includes emergent,

submerged and floating weeds as well as algae.  At this time of year

these types of plants are growing and spreading rapidly.  If left unchecked

they would eventually dominate and replace the desirable plants.  The

technicians spray these undesirable plants with an environmentally

acceptable chemical that kills them.  Considering there are nine lakes in

LOWofJ and approximately seven miles of shoreline, this is a continuous

task.

http://www.lowofj.com/
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2.  Littoral Management

     It may appear that the plants growing in the lakes and wetlands were

placed there randomly and by nature.  However, these are littoral shelves

that were designated on the original permits as planted areas to extend

into the lakes and act to clean the water of nutrients and prevent erosion. 

These areas must be inspected and treated to keep them healthy as well

as plants growing along the shoreline.  We have fourteen littoral areas in

our community that comprise approximately twenty-four acres.

3.  Wetlands and Mitigation or Buffer Areas

     We have three wetlands in LOWofJ that require maintenance on a

monthly basis similar to the lakes.  The function of the wetlands is to act

as a natural habitat for wildlife and once again, to clean the water in our

storm water drainage system as it flows toward the Gulf of Mexico.  Our

lakes and wetlands are subject to inspection by both Southwest Florida

Water Management District and Sarasota County Resource Protection

Agency.  If we are not in compliance with the requirements of our permit,

these agencies have the authority to take the HOA to court and levy fines

until the requirements are met.  If you have any questions, please notify

us at suniparadise42@msn.com. 

- Art and Barbara Bradley, Lakes and Wetlands Committee

 

LANDSCAPING:  The newly formed landscaping committee is comprised

of members Carol Thompson, Pam Schmidt, Patrick Kopfle, Bob and

Cindy Randall, Marilyn Taylor and Linda Wolfe.

Currently the members of the committee are meeting monthly to develop

a strategic plan to bring all landscaped common areas up to a standard

that will be pleasing to our residents. We will also be working to help

residents educate themselves to some of the best tips of Florida-friendly

gardening and landscaping.

Palm Care

It is important to note that palm trees do NOT need to be trimmed. In fact,

according to Dr. Pat Williams of UF/IFAS Sarasota County Extension,

palm trees should not be trimmed for storms or any other reason. Palm

trees actually derive nutrients from the yellowing fronds (yellowing of

young fronds may be due to a nutrient deficiency) and only the bottom,

completely brown fronds should ever be removed from a palm tree. Many

palm trees, like the Fox Tail Palm, are self-cleaning and we need only

remove the fronds that have fallen to the ground.

We hope you enjoy your beautiful surroundings here at Lake of the

Woods of Jacaranda, and hope that the work we do will add to your

pleasure. If you have any questions about the committee and the work we

are doing please contact Carol Thompson at arnett2t@me.com or 303-

981-8216.

CORONA VIRUS 

Many of our residents will be traveling back to their northern residence.  We

wish you safe travels heading north and safe travels when you come back in

the fall.  I am including an article that I found interesting on

www.yoursun.com regarding the virus in our area.  The article is included below. 

Article by: BOB MUDGE Senior Writer - Mar 2, 2020 Updated Mar 10, 2020
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention confirmed Monday that two

Florida residents who initially tested positive for the respiratory illness do in fact

have it.  One is a 60-year-old Manatee County man who had been hospitalized

for pneumonia at Doctors Hospital of Sarasota, and the other is a Hillsborough

County woman in her 20s who recently had traveled to northern Italy, where a

large number of coronavirus cases has been reported.  The Manatee County

man has no travel history.

Two other people are in quarantine in the county, though they’re showing no

symptoms.  A student and his mother, who came into contact with the patient at

Doctors Hospital in her employment, are being monitored, according to the

school’s Facebook page.  Doctors Hospital did not return calls asking for

comment.  U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan said in a news release he’d met with

Doctors Hospital officials.  “In an hour-long meeting at the hospital this morning

with Chief Executive Officer Robert Meade and other specialists, Buchanan

was told the hospital was proceeding as if the patient had COVID-19 and was

taking all possible precautions,” according to the news release. “Meade said

they had the situation ‘under control’ and that the hospital was doing everything

possible to protect other patients, hospital staff and the community. He declined

to discuss specifics of the patient’s condition given health privacy statutes.”

Buchanan said he’d spoken with other area health officials as well.

“Speed is critical to containing the threat,” Buchanan said in the news release.

 

Don’t panic!

Even though the virus has now appeared locally, there’s no cause for alarm,

according to infectious disease specialist Dr. Ahmed Farooq.  “Not every

cough, not every sore throat, not every fever is coronavirus,” he said. “The most

important thing is, don’t panic. Even in China, the majority of patients were

managed at home.”

Those symptoms are potential indicators of COVID-19, as coronavirus is

officially known. But by themselves, they’ll only trigger testing for it if they’re

severe and there’s no alternative diagnosis, such as the flu.

 

Sarasota Memorial Hospital, the area’s only public hospital, has implemented

protocols for patients who believe they may have contracted coronavirus. The

information should be available on a hotline number — 941-917-8799.

The goal, according to Public Information Officer Kim Savage, is to ensure

people get care without exposing other people to the virus.

"People who exhibit symptoms should first contact their physician," she said.

"Their doctor can determine whether an office visit or a trip to the emergency

room is necessary.  Anyone who doesn’t have a doctor can call the hotline and

follow the instructions," she said,  "including calling ahead to the ER before

arriving so precautions can be taken to protect other patients.  The main thing

is to let their doctor guide them," Savage said.

According to Marketing Director Julie Beatty, Venice Regional Bayfront Health

has also developed a response plan based on CDC protocols should it be

needed.  "Patient and visitor safety will continue to be our first priority, just as it

always is," she said.

 

Todd Brown, Sarasota Military Academy’s director of Community Outreach, has

dealt with a pandemic on an annual basis for the last several years.  His

“Operation Outbreak” simulates a severe disease outbreak under the

supervision of Pardis Sabeti, an MIT biologist and geneticist.  Coincidentally, he

gave a program on the exercise last September in China — hundreds of miles

away from the epicenter of the virus outbreak and months before the first case

was reported.  “We are experiencing much of what we see in our simulation,”

he said.

He echoed Farooq’s comments about remaining calm.  “The most important
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thing to understand is that the pathogen is the pathogen. The real enemy is

ourselves,” he said. “The extent of the spread is often tied to the reaction of the

general public. Are we going to react in fear and panic, spreading

misinformation, or are we going to trust in the people that are providing us with

up to date evidence-based information?  We need to be patient (which is hard

to do) and believe in the systematic response by trained personnel. Mistrust,

laziness and finger-pointing will only result in the proliferation of the pathogen.”

Remaining in isolation at home will be more comfortable for patients, keep them

from transmitting the virus and save them money.  Though there has been a

state of public health emergency declared in Florida over coronavirus, it’s no

different from any other illness if you seek treatment.
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