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As promised your LOJ Board of Directors is fulfilling our commitment to 

communicate with residents in lieu of the April Board Meeting being canceled.  You 

will see that we have been hard at work in spite of the COVID-19 virus.   

 

Our next LOJ Board meeting, May 1st from 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM, will be 

handled with social distancing in mind.  We are working with our management 

company, Keys-Caldwell, to set up a conference call so Board members can 

continue to do their job, and the community can listen and participate.  We are 

going to do a trial run ahead of time to be able to test the process.  Watch for 

details in another communication. 

 



NEW BUSINESS: 

1.  Joe Koob has resigned from the LOJ Board of Directors.  Joe was working on 

options for the conversion of one of the tennis courts to a multiple pickleball 

court.  He was doing an outstanding job, and we thank him for the proposals he 

received.  We will miss him on the Board.  However, he has offered to assist us if 

needed.  Thank you, Joe. 

 

2.  Fred Gossman has volunteered to pick up the ball and run with it.  He has 

graciously taken over the pickleball court conversion and is working with the sports 

surface companies to get pricing and options.  Fred cannot officially join the LOJ 

Board of Directors until we have an official Board Meeting and make the motions 

required to accept Joe's resignation and appoint Fred.  As you will see in his report 

below, he has already hit the ground running. 

 

3.  Legal Matter:  The Boards had to vote on a legal matter involving long-overdue 

HOA fees from a resident.  The matter was settled prior to the February Board 

election.  However, the LOJ and the LOWofJ Boards were asked for a 

consideration.  It was rejected, and both Boards decided on a settlement and 

payment plan.  Please note that the Board has a fiduciary duty to uphold and 

enforce our Documents and that includes timely payments of approved fees.  Note 

also that once the matter goes to the attorney you are looking at additional 

expenditures of $325 to $350 per hour per Board!  This fee has to be paid to the 

attorney by the Board.  Whose pocket do you think that payment comes out 

of?  Yours. 

 

4.  Clubhouse Maintenance:  We hired a handyman who started a week ago and 

is doing an outstanding job.  He is an LOJ resident and is trying to keep the 

property looking nice by doing routine jobs and special tasks when needed.  His 

name is Eugene Bruno.  If you see him please say hello from a "social" 

distance.  We do not want to endanger him.  Eugene reports directly to me for 

assignments.  Please do not ask him to do things you wish him to do.  Instead, call 

me, Judie Gollwitzer 941-497-6368, and I will get it scheduled. 

 

You may notice that the front of the clubhouse looks clean.  We hired a service to 



power wash it.  It was inexpensive ($125), and I'd like to see it done more 

regularly.   Our handyman will be power washing the lanai soon.  A clean lanai is 

always appreciated.  Sorry for any inconvenience, but it needs to be done. 

 

5.  Social:  We are all feeling varying degrees of angst during these uncertain 

times.  Your Social Committee thought we should give you a light at the end of the 

tunnel.  On October 24th we have booked the Plantation Golf and Tennis Club for 

a Welcome Back Party for the entire community.  We are working on the 

details.  Under consideration is a casual evening of celebration with tasty 

appetizers, music and camaraderie.  It would not be a sit-down dinner, but more 

laid back.  Hopefully, we can make a decision when we will know more about this 

virus at the end of the summer.  I pray all our residents stay well as we go through 

this terrible ordeal together. 

 

When we no longer have the virus to fear, I will be bringing a corn hole game over 

to the clubhouse for residents to enjoy.  It is a small gift to you since you have 

been in quarantine for so long.  I would love to have some kind of an identifier put 

on it as belonging to LOJ.  If you have any thoughts on how to do that, please let 

me know.  Judie Gollwitzer bostongirlinflorida47@gmail.com. 

 

ACTIONS UPDATED: 

1.  Interior Design:  The interior upgrade of the clubhouse is done. Barbara 

O'Brien said the draperies have been installed, and the artwork is 

up.  Bravo!  When we resume its use it will be nice to come in to a fresh new 

look.  Thank you to Barbara and her subcontractors who made it happen. 

 

2.  Geothermal Heating:  All three companies have submitted their proposals for 

geothermal heating of our pool.  No additional quotes are being requested at this 

time due to the uncertainty of COVID-19.  The next step will be to assess the 

options, understand the costs and how they relate to the budget.  Barbara and her 

team will do that when it is safe.  Thank you, Barbara, for your due diligence. 

 

3.  Pickleball:  Approximately one week ago, I volunteered to join the Board of 

Directors of LOJ and assumed the responsibility for the Pickleball court 



renovation.  

  

Currently the eastern tennis court has been striped and utilized as a pickleball 

court.  This court has a north/south configuration which meets current USAPA 

standards.  

  

I was presented with a proposal to restripe this tennis court area to two north/south 

courts which will meet USAPA standards and retain the tennis net.  I also was 

given a hand drawn reconfiguration of this area which shows three courts; the 

existing pickleball court centered on the existing tennis court net, and two 

additional courts one north of and one south of the current pickleball court.  These 

two additional courts would face east/west.  The concern is the usability of the east 

/west courts because of the player facing the sun during afternoon and evening 

play.  

  

If the east/west configuration is acceptable to the pickleball players, then we would 

have an additional option of four courts all facing east/west.  Morning and mid-day 

sun does not seem to create problems but afternoon and evening sun would make 

play difficult and unfair to the player facing the sun.  

  

I have reached out to Welch Tennis Courts, Inc to receive two additional proposals, 

for the three court and four court painting.  Welch indicates that the four court 

proposal will require the total resurfacing of the whole court because of the many 

lines would become too confusing for the players.  Unsure at this time whether the 

three court proposal will require total court resurfacing. 

  

I believe all options will meet USAPA spacing standards but not the north/south 

configuration and could become cluttered with all four courts in action at one time.  

  

As soon as I receive the additional proposals from Welch I will move forward with 

my thoughts.  I would like some feedback from the pickleball players as to their 

thoughts about east/west configuration. 

  

Thank you, 



Fred Gossman, director@loj.com 

 

 

Messages from the Board:   
 

1.  Tennis and Pickleball:  This is a good time to remind all tennis and pickleball 

players that you cannot reserve the courts.  PERIOD.  What we have are days and 

times that have been set aside for group play.  This was done many years ago to 

give people in the community an opportunity to play in an organized group.  The 

intention was never ownership of the courts or of the time.   COVID-19 is not 

making it any easier to share.  Social distancing is being handled within your 

individual comfort level.  We need to respect the fear of others. Sharing court time 

is the name of the game, but not always as a group. 

 

2.  Volunteering:  We greatly appreciate and thrive on the volunteer spirit.  Nathan 

and Lynn Skjerseth cleaned the fence surrounding the entrance to the tennis 

courts and pool.  They said it took them 14 hours of scrubbing to get the job 

done.  That’s dedication!  Thank you to this dynamic duo.  If anyone wishes to 

volunteer please get in touch with me, Judie Gollwitzer, 

bostongirlinflorida47@gmail.com.  As Board President I am the most aware of 

what tasks need to be done and what may be in place to get them done.  It makes 

sense to check with me if you see something that needs attention. 

 

POOL UPDATES: 

1.  Karen Hnatusko is now in charge of the pool area.  New safety floats were 

ordered and received because  the sun causes them to deteriorate.  Karen will be 

the Board liaison and work with Aqua Doc.  If you see anything that needs 

attention, please contact Karen.  The two signs indicating the pool closes at 10:00 

PM will be updated to read that the pool closes at dusk.  That determination was 

made by the previous board. 

 

2.  A request was made to put in a lap lane.  The board will put it on 

our ACTION list and look into it. 

 



 

KEYS: 

The Board needs to do the due diligence and determine who has keys to: 

A.  The clubhouse (Numbered and need to be signed for) 

B.  The restroom(s) 

C.  The office 

D.  The file cabinets  

 

The LOJ Board is taking a hard look at keys, and changing certain locks is under 

consideration. Leaders have changed.  If you were an activity leader and signed 

for the clubhouse key you are liable for the return of that key when you are no 

longer a leader.  You cannot give it to your replacement.  You are still on the hook 

for that key.  What you need to do is turn it in to Keys-Caldwell and have them 

credit you then reassign it to the person replacing you. Please contact Judie at 

bostongirlinflorida47gmail.com to let me know which keys you have, and I will 

check it against the list from Keys-Caldwell.  If you have a clubhouse key, please 

let me know the number on the key.  If a lock is changed and you are required to 

have a key, you will be notified and a new key will be issued.  Thank you. 

 

 

1.  Due to this horrific virus, there are people who need our help.  Recently, we put a task force 

together to shop for those who were afraid to leave the house or who have pre-existing conditions that 

put them at risk for leaving their home.  I'd personally like to thank the team members who offered to 

help.  We have not had many residents tap into this offering, but we are still here if needed.  Contact 

Judie at bostongirlinflorida47@gmail.com if you need some assistance. 

 

2.  I recently learned that a resident's home had a flood.  The timing could not be worse.  If you have 

boxes that you would ordinarily put out for recycle, please let Judie know.  The resident may or may 

not be able to use them, but if he can he will.  We can only imagine the loss.  His kitchen cabinets will 



 

all need to be replaced.  Cooking is doable, but difficult.  If you overachieve when making a meal for 

yourself, he may appreciate a home cooked meal.  Let Judie know. 

 

A Point to Ponder 

  

Years ago, anthropologist Margaret Mead was asked by a student what she considered 

to be the first sign of civilization in a culture. The student expected Mead to talk about 

fishhooks or clay pots or grinding stones. 

But no. Mead said that the first sign of civilization in an ancient culture was a femur 

(thighbone) that had been broken and then healed. Mead explained that in the animal 

kingdom, if you break your leg, you die. You cannot run from danger, get to the river for a 

drink or hunt for food. You are meat for prowling beasts. No animal survives a broken leg 

long enough for the bone to heal. 

A broken femur that has healed is evidence that someone has taken time to stay with the 

one who fell, has bound up the wound, has carried the person to safety and has tended 

the person through recovery. Helping someone else through difficulty is where civilization 

starts, Mead said." 

We are at our best when we serve others. Be civilized. 

- Ira Byock. 

 

 

 


