
 
LOWOJ IS ADOPTING NO-MOW ZONES TO PROTECT OUR PONDS, 

STORMWATER SYSTEMS AND PROPERTY VALUES 
The Lake of the Woods of Jacaranda (LOWOJ) Board has formed a Wetlands Committee to address our interconnected 

ponds and stormwater runoff system. This system is vital to our community to prevent flooding, erosion of property 

around our lakes, preservation of wildlife, the health of our ponds, monitoring and performance of proper 

maintenance, and preserving our property values. These initiatives are required by the Southwest Florida Water 

Management District (SWFWMD) of Sarasota County and are a mandatory condition for maintaining our wet ponds 

permit. This is especially important in preparations for Hurricane Season. 

 

Since its inception, the Wetland Committee has contributed greatly to the vitality of LOWOJ. Critical maintenance 

efforts required by SWFWMD have been in process within the development’s Common areas. LOWOJ is now 

implementing a No-Mow Zone (NMZ) rule for the HOA with specific requirements for homeowners who own platted 

properties that border the detention ponds. These NMZ’s have always been required but now need clarification. 

 

Most importantly, as we have learned from recent storms, our community detention ponds and drainage system play a 

key role in maintaining our property values, and in saving our homes from flooding!   

 

In view of these needs, the Board, through the Wetland Committee, has approved the implementation of the following 

practices. The requirements are simple things homeowners need to do as their part in keeping our wet lands in good 

working order.  

 

KEEP OUR WETLANDS HEALTHY! 

• DO NOT MOW WITHIN 6 FEET OF ANY POND! Please inform your lawn  

service not to use heavy equipment or lawn mowers within 6 feet from water. 

• The grass and plants in the no mow zone must not be kept shorter than 10 

inches. Those of you who keep the grass short down to the water will now have 

to stop mowing 6 feet from the water. This 6-foot area of taller grass will help 

protect wet pond in several ways. 

• A proper NMZ keeps heavy equipment, trash and chemicals away from the 

shoreline.  

• Taller plant life helps stabilize the bank to avoid erosion with deeper roots. 

Nutrients (from fertilizer) will be filtered and absorbed. Excess nutrient runoff 

entering the water can cause algae blooms which can cause fish kills. Fish kills 

can require expensive clean up and make the air smell horrible. 

• Sediment and sand runoff will largely be caught by the no-mow zone. If our 

lakes and ponds fill up with too much sediment and sand, the capacity to hold 

storm water will be diminished. This would increase the chance of backflow and 

flooding. 

• Adhering to the new “No-Mow Zone” rule is a requirement for the HOA and we 

are asking for everyone’s cooperation. Our lakes and ponds will benefit. 

Healthier ponds mean better wildlife habitat and less chance of flooding. 

Remember that it is your responsibility to ensure that your lawn service 

company knows about the new “No-mow zone” rule and follows the guidelines 

and rules set by the Board of Directors. 

• DO NOT PUT ANYTHING IN THE STORM DRAINS! Everything that enters 
the storm drains ends up in the wet ponds. Never put trash, yard waste, pet 
waste, Hurricane debris or anything else down the storm drains. All of 
these decompose slowly (or not at all) and lead to build-up of "pond muck ", 
and/or cause system blockage and flooding. 

 

Should you have any questions please submit your questions to wetlands@lowofj.com 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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