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News and Events 

Restoration of Monuments 

The LOWOJ Landscape Committee has been busy 
this summer with several projects, including the 
restoration of monuments and walls (see 
pictures). Before work began, Todd Borger and 
Chris Davis presented the committee with multiple 
paint palettes for approval. The selected colors 
were Sherwin Williams SW 6126 Navajo White for 
the trim, and SW 7693 Stonebriar for the walls, 
monuments, and wrought iron. Bryant Stucco 
power-washed, repaired, primed, and painted the 
areas under the watchful eyes of the committee 
and residents. Next, irrigation will be restored 
before native plants are selected and installed, 
followed by mulch and additional lighting. 

General Community Events 

9/11 and 10/02: LOJ Board Meeting (10 am) 

9/10 and 10/08: Landscaping Committee (2-3 pm) 

9/11 and 10/02: LOWOJ Board Meeting (11 am) 

8/24, 9/14, 9/28, 10/12: ARC Committee Meeting 
(10-11 am) at the LOJ Clubhouse 

9/14 and 10/12: Wetlands Committee Meeting 
(11:30-12) at the LOJ Clubhouse 

 

Upcoming LOJ Clubhouse Activities (LOJ only) 

See “Upcoming LOJ Clubhouse Activities” at the 
end of this newsletter  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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 A subcommittee has been formed to plan the landscape design for the north and south entrances, as 
well as additional monuments. The project is expected to be completed by early 2027. 

In mid-July, the pumphouse on the bike path near Lake Meredith was restored. Before-and-after photos 
will be shared in a future newsletter. Chris Davis was in charge of receiving bids and choosing the paint 
colors for the restoration 

The committee continues to be concerned about the summer drought’s impact on the newly planted 
Jacaranda trees along Lake of the Woods Drive. All of the trees are under warranty and remain the 
responsibility of Twin Palm Landscape. 

The LOWOJ Landscape Committee meets on the second Thursday of each month at the LOJ 
Clubhouse. Residents are invited to attend! 

* Please note: The LOWOJ Landscape Committee is not responsible for individual homeowners’ 
landscaping or the landscaping of the LOJ Clubhouse. 

 

Introducing RealManage 
 
As of July 1, RealManage is our new management company. 
 
Address 

460 N Tamiami Trail  
Osprey, FL 34229 

 
Resident support 

1-866-473-2573 

 
Email 
LOWOJFL@ciramail.com 

 
Resident portal 
resident.ciranet.com 

In case you missed the Townhall Meeting with our new RealManage association management team on 

June 30, 2026, the entire meeting was recorded so you are able to view it-on line. Here is a link to view 

the recorded Townhall meeting video: https://gumlet.tv/watch/6a46956be81b019c973df5ed/ 

 

 

https://gumlet.tv/watch/6a46956be81b019c973df5ed/
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Community Yard Sale  

 

Fall 2026 Community Yard and Clubhouse sales 

Saturday November 7, 2026 from 9 am – 2 pm 

Mark your calendars! 
 
 

Gently used book & puzzle donations are being accepted in the bin front of LOJ Clubhouse. 

Messages from the Board 

Due to the Summer holidays, messages from our hardworking board will return in October-November 
newsletter! 

The Board of Directors invites any and all, homeowners to submit their names to become a member 
of the Board of Directors for LOWOJ. The LOWOJ Board currently has one (1) opening on the Board, 
we strongly suggest that residents become involved in LOWOJ or any one of the Sub Associations to 
which they belong. 

 

News for Homeowners 

Meet Your Neighbors  

Board Member Spotlight: Meet Bob Last 

Bob Last and his wife, Ruth, have been happily married since August 
1987. They have two sons—one lives in Austin, Texas, while the other is 
married and currently serves with the U.S. Department of State in India. 
While they don't have grandchildren yet, they enjoy keeping close ties 
with their family. 

Originally from Wisconsin, Bob spent 32 years working in Michigan 
during his career. As a mechanical engineer in the automotive industry, 
he worked on advanced engine technologies before moving into 
executive leadership, where he gained experience overseeing nearly 
every aspect of the business. His career gave him a deep appreciation 
for both engineering and business management. 

For years, Bob dreamed of retiring somewhere with white sandy beaches and palm trees. He and Ruth 
explored communities all over Florida before deciding on Venice. They were looking for a place close 
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to a city—but not in one—and found Venice to be the perfect fit. They appreciated its welcoming 
atmosphere, proximity to Sarasota, and active lifestyle without the need for a gated community. They 
purchased their home in Lake of the Woods in August 2019 and became full-time residents in 
September 2020. 

When asked about his hobbies, Bob shared that he enjoys volunteering on the Board, golfing, and 
researching his family's genealogy. 

Bob's commitment to our community is evident through his volunteer service. As President of the 
Board, he oversees all of the community's committees and helps guide important initiatives. He also 
chairs the Wetlands Committee and is leading the restructuring and permitting efforts needed to ensure 
the community passes its upcoming inspection. One interesting fact Bob shared is that our 
neighborhood contains approximately 200 drainage control structures, making wetland preservation a 
significant responsibility. 

Bob's dedication to protecting our community and its natural environment is truly appreciated. His 
leadership, countless volunteer hours, and passion for preserving what makes our neighborhood 
special benefit every resident. We are fortunate to have someone with Bob's experience, commitment, 
and vision serving our community. 

Thank you, Bob, for all you do. Your contributions make a lasting difference. 

Nancy Scott 

 

Resident Spotlight: Leah and Alexander Sarnowski 

705 Fringed Orchid Trail 

Please help us welcome Leah and Alexander Sarnowski and their two 
adorable boys, Oliver (2) and Spencer (1), who moved into the 
neighborhood in June 2026, just in time to celebrate Spencer's first 
birthday on June 15! 

Leah grew up in Minnesota and spent 10 years as a toddler teacher after 
earning her degree in Early Childhood Education. She has a passion for 
helping young children learn and grow. She also writes toddler curricula 
and hopes to open her own in-home daycare in the future. 

Alexander is a Venice native who works with his family's Window Décor 
and Design business on Jacaranda. With deep local roots, it looks like 
the Sarnowskis are here to stay! 
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Their love story began thanks to a little matchmaking. Leah's mom, who had moved to Florida, worked 
with Alexander's mom. Knowing both of their children were single, the moms introduced them. Although 
Leah knew there was something special, she returned to Minnesota to finish college before pursuing 
the relationship. Once she graduated and worked in the childcare business she decided it was time to 
call Alexander and said, "I'm ready for us, —come pick me up!" He didn't hesitate, and the rest is history. 

Today, they're happily married, raising two wonderful boys, and enjoying life in our community. You may 
have even spotted Leah and the kids waving from the cannon during the Fourth of July parade! 

As a family, they enjoy boating on Sundays at the Venice Yacht Club, spending time at the pool and 
park, tackling DIY projects, and simply relaxing in the driveway while the boys wave to neighbors 
passing by. 

Leah would love to connect with other moms in the neighborhood for playdates, activities, and 
friendship. If you see the Sarnowski family around, be sure to stop by and say hello! 

Nancy Scott 

 

History of Lake of the Woods of Jacaranda 

Lake of the Woods (LOW) was established in the late 1980’s. The original Association was comprised 
of Lake of Woods Drive (from Venice East Blvd to where the LOJ monuments are now located) 
Cedarwood Lane, Rosewood Ct., Woodvale Dr., and Vista Wood Drive. Also included as part of Lake of 
the Woods was the Grassy Oaks area across Venice East Blvd. 

When LOW sent in the registration for the Homeowners Association to the State of Florida, they were 
informed that Lake of the Woods was already incorporated so they needed to use a different name. 
Thus, Lake of the Woods of Jacaranda (LOWOJ) was registered with the State. 

The area of Park Estates was developed in the early 1990’s and started their own Association. However, 
they were still required to belong to the Master Association which is now known as LOWOJ. 

The remainder of the development began later, and that area established their own Association which 
is known as Lakes of Jacaranda (LOJ). They were also required to be part of the Master Association 
(LOWOJ). 
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Getting Along with Sandhill Cranes  

More than 500 migratory, year-round, and wintering bird species call Florida home. Around 200 of them 
breed in the state. We have two species of Sandhill Cranes in our community, and they do not interbreed. 
The Greater Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis tabida) are migratory birds, and they are only here 
from early October to about early March. The Greater Sandhill Crane is not a threatened species. In 
contrast, the Florida Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis pratensis) is a threatened species. They are 
here year-round, and they breed here. 

Our community is graced with several threatened species of birds, including the Little Blue Heron 
(Egretta caerulea), the Tricolored Heron (Egretta tricolor), the Roseate Spoonbill (Platalea ajaja), and 
our Florida Sandhill Cranes. Among other things, it is illegal to feed these threatened species. 
Intentional feeding of Sandhill Cranes is prohibited under Rule 68A-4.001 Florida Administrative Code 
(livingsandhillcranes.pdf). Feeding Sandhill Cranes — intentionally or unintentionally – causes them to 
lose their natural fear of people and can lead them to behave aggressively. If you have a bird-feeder, 
please keep it five or six feet above the ground, beyond reach of the Sandhill Cranes. In this article we 
provide information on how to live alongside our Florida cranes including how to deal with cranes that 
are pecking at your car, your windows, or your pool cage. 

Florida Sandhill Cranes have a total population of only a few thousand individuals, so Florida has 
designated their subspecies as threatened. Florida Sandhill Cranes live year-round in Florida's 
freshwater marshes, prairies, and farmlands and are often seen in pairs or family groups. Our 
community with its shallow freshwater ponds surrounded by low vegetation is the crucial (and 
disappearing) kind of habitat necessary for the survival of the subspecies. In winter months they are 
joined by migratory Greater Sandhill Cranes. They are omnivores, eating seeds, grains, insects, and 
small animals, and mate for life, building nests in shallow water. Here at Lakes of the Woods of 
Jacaranda and neighboring communities we have the pleasure of hosting several breeding pairs of 
Florida Sandhill Cranes and enjoy watching the babies through their growth and development. We all 
want them to survive and flourish. 

Our behavior is also important to their survival. The key points are that we should try to stay a few 
hundred feet away from any active nest, including keeping children or grandchildren and dogs away. 
Anything that flushes the adults from the nest is a threat to their reproduction—it may even lead the 
adults to abandon the nest. Likewise, whenever adults are accompanied by young that are not yet 
capable of sustained flight (roughly the first 70 or so days after hatching), it is absolutely illegal to 
harass those adults in any fashion while they are accompanied by flightless young. 

The families with young are often seen walking around our community. 

Driving cautiously, especially when the young are flightless, is critical for their survival. Be mindful of 
them crossing or walking in our roadways. We have had many tragic losses of cranes in our community 
because of speeding or distracted drivers. 

https://myfwc.com/media/28164/livingsandhillcranes.pdf
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Sandhill cranes are generally placid. The crane at the left, walking along with the lady, liked the lemons 
on her blouse.  

Another potential interaction occurs with 
stationary/parked cars or other features of our 
properties. 

 If a crane accompanied by flightless young is 
pecking at your shiny car because they see their 
reflection, your best options are to move the car (for 
example, into a garage), or to cover the car. If they 
are pecking at a window of your house, you can 
smear soap on the window, so they don’t see their 
reflection. If they are pecking at your pool cage, you 
can put up an exclusion “fence” consisting of a 
single strand of twine or yarn, on stakes about two-
and-a-half feet to three feet above the ground and 
about three feet from the pool cage. This sort of exclusion “fence” can also work to keep them away 
from your windows. It is possible that mylar streamers on that twine or yarn will discourage the cranes 
even more. Or plant bushes in front of the window or around the pool cage.  

However, only if the location is at least 400 feet from an active nest and the above measures are not 
working, then for an adult crane whose behavior is presenting, or may present, a human safety hazard, 
or is about to cause property damage, or could endanger the life of the crane, it is legal to use approved 
“aversive conditioning techniques.” Specifically, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission suggests you 
approach (but don’t touch) the crane, stamping your feet, clapping your hands, waving your arms, 
yelling, perhaps opening and closing an umbrella pointed at the crane. You can spray the crane with 
water in a fashion that is unlikely to cause harm or you can use motion-activated sprinklers. Outside of 
the nesting season (which is January through May), and if no flightless young are present, one can use 
loud noises such as an air horn or vehicle horn. Finally, if there are no flightless young accompanying 
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the adult, one can chase the crane from the property on foot in a manner that does not result in physical 
contact with the birds and does not involve entering suitable nesting habitat where there could 
potentially be unseen nests (florida-sandhill-crane-guidelines.pdf). 

Sandhill cranes are generally placid. But if a crane is threatening or charging you, the right move is to 
break eye contact, and back off calmly (don’t run). It should be emphasized that when protecting their 
nest or flightless young, adult cranes can and will inflict serious injury on a child or dog (long strong 
sharp bill, sharp claws). This is also a risk if you make physical contact, or if you corner the bird.  

For similar reasons, assisting an injured crane or one tangled in a fence is generally a job for an expert. 
If you have found an injured or orphaned bird in Venice, contact the Wildlife Center of Southwest Florida 
at 941.484.9657 (or 941.416.4967 for after-hours emergencies). Located at 925 N. Jackson Road, they 
are the primary local resource for wildlife rescue and rehabilitation. 

Homeowners’ efforts to co-exist with the Florida Sandhill Cranes will help to promote their survival and 
allow all to experience these unique creatures now and in the future. 

 

Upcoming LOJ Clubhouse Activities (LOJ residents) 

Participating in the Clubhouse Activities is a great opportunity to meet your neighbors and make new 
friends. 

Every month there are several activities for LOJ residents in the Clubhouse. These include the 
Morning Coffee and the Sip & Dip. 

 

 

https://myfwc.com/media/11565/florida-sandhill-crane-guidelines.pdf
https://www.wildlifeswfl.org/
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Also included in Clubhouse Activities are The Book Club, Crafts, Mah-Jongg, Men's Poker, Water 
Aerobics, Pilates, Chair Yoga and Tai-Chi. If you are interested in joining in on the fun, here is some 
contact information: 

Water Aerobics 
Weekly, Monday & Thursday 10–10:45 am. Bring a noodle. At the clubhouse pool. (Summer only, May-
November: when water temp is greater than 78 degrees) 

Contact:  Helmine (helmine.junger@gmail.com) 

Yoga /Pilates 
Weekly, Tuesday & Thursday 8:30–9:30 am bring mat, strap and weight, if you have them. At the 
clubhouse. 

Contact:  Patty (patricia2br@gmail.com) 

Tai-Chi 
Weekly, Tuesday and Thursday 9:45–10:30 am at the clubhouse. .  

Contact:  Patty (patricia2br@gmail.com) 

Book Club 
First (1st) Thursday of the month 1–2 pm (October–May) 

Contact:  Linda Sullivan (lojbookclub@gmail.com)  

LOJ Morning Coffee 
Second (2nd) Friday of the month, at the clubhouse 10:00–11:30 am, bring a mug. Coffee is provided; 
just show up with a breakfast dish to pass and enjoy! 
Contact:  Patti and Gary Gardwell (mgpgardwell@gmail.com) 

LOJ Sip & Dip 

Fourth (4th) Friday of the month, 5–7 pm. Potluck and BYOB at clubhouse.  

Contact:  Patty (patricia2br@gmail.com) 

Chair Yoga 

Weekly, every Saturday from 9–9:45 am at the LOJ Clubhouse. Bring a resistance band if you have 
one (optional). Teacher is Felicia Scherrer.  

Contact:  Patty (patricia2br@gmail.com) 

Crafts 

Third (3rd) Monday of the month, from 10 am–12 noon at the LOJ Clubhouse. Different crafts and 
projects monthly, or bring your own.  

Contact:  Patty (patricia2br@gmail.com) 
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